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xxxii PREFACE.

died away, and honest judgments are given of the
events that have transpired, I leave to the impartial
reader, and historian, the question whether the course
I pursued, and the General whom I loved and faith-
fully served, are deserving of censure, or are entitled

to the praises of a free and enlightened people.
ALLAN PINKERTON.
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CHAPTER L

« An Unwritten Page of History."—A Political Résumé.—
Mr. Lincoln is Elected President.

ANY years have elapsed since the occurrence

of the events which I am about to relate.

Years that have been full of mighty import to the
nation. A bitter, prolonged and bloody war has laid
its desolating hands upon a once united country.
For years the roar of cannon and the clash of steel
reverberated through the bright valleys and the
towering hills of the fruitful South. In those years
when brother arose against his brother, when ties of
kindred and association were broken asunder like frail
reeds, glorious deeds were wrought and grand results
have been accomplished. America has taught the

* world alesson of bravery and endurance ; the shackles
3 [33]




34 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

have been stricken from the slave; an error of a
century has been crushed, and freedom is now no

} : longer an empty name, but a beautiful and enduring
Vo realism.
\ To-day peace spreads her broad, sheltering arms

over a reunited and enlightened nation. The roll of
the drum and the tramp of armed men are now no
P longer heard. North and South have again clasped
hands in a renewal of friendship and in a perpetuity
of union,

But a short time ago a Republican President,
clected by but a slight majority of the voters of this
great community, left his peaceful home in the West
and journeyed to the capital of the nation, to take
the oath of office and to assume the high duties of
L a chief magistrate. As he passed through the
towns and cities upon his route a general plaudit
of welcome was his greeting, even noted political
foes joining in the demonstrations. His road was
i arched with banners and his path was strewn with
L flowers. Everywhere he found an enthusiasm of
o welcome, a universal prayer for success, and the
. triumphal train entered the capital amid the ovations
P of the populace, which reached almost a climax of
patriotic and effervescing joy.

Twenty years ago witnessed a different condition
' of affairs. The political horizon was dark and ob-
I E scured. The low mutterings of the storm that was
f{ soon to sweep aver our country, and to deluge our
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fair land with fratricidal blood, were distinctly heard.
Sectional differences were developing into wide-
~ spread dissensions.  Cherished institutions were
threatened with dissolution, and political antagonism
had aroused a contented people into a frenzy of hate.
On the twenty-second of May, 1856, an Ameri-
~can Senator was assaulted in the Senate-house by
a political opponent for daring to give utterance
to opinions that were hostile to the slave-holding
interests of the South. Later in the same year a
Republican candidate, with professed anti-slavery
views, was nominated for the presidency, and al-
though defeated, gave evidence of such political
strength that Southern leaders became alarmed.
At this time the Hon. Stephen A. Douglas was a
prominent leader of the Democratic party, but
through his opposition to what was known as the Le-
compton Bill, he incurred the displeasure of his polit-
ical friends of the South, who vainly endeavored to
enact such legislation as would practically lead to his
retirement from the party.

In 1858 the famous contest between Abraham
Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas for the United
States Senatorship from Illinois took place, and dur-
ing its progress absorbed public attention throughout
the country. The two candidates indulged in open
discussions of questions of public policy, which were
remarkable for their brilliancy and for the force and
vigor with which their different views were uttered.
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It was during this canvass that Mr. Lincoln made the |
forcible and revolutionizing declaration that: “ 7%e |
Union cannot permanently endure half stave and half |
Jree.” Mr. Lincoln was defeated, however, and Mr.

. Douglas was returned to the Senate, much against

': the wishes of those Democrats who desired the un-
limited extension of the institution of Slavery.

o In the following year occurred the slave insurrec-

bl tion in Virginia, under the leadership of that bold
abolitionist, John Brown. The movement was frus-
trated, however, and John Brown, after a judicial trial

for his offense, was sentenced to be hung. Up to

the day of his execution he remained firm in the belief

that he had but performed his duty toward enslaved
humanity, and he died avowing the justice of his

o cause and the hope of its ultimate success.

il All of these occurrences tended to engender a

spirit of fierce opposition in the minds of the South-

‘ ern leaders. The growing sentiment of abolitionism

! throughout the North, and the manifest disposition to

Lo prevent its increase or extension, aroused the advo-

cates of Slavery to a degree of alarm, which led to

the commission of many actions, both absurd and

[} unjustifiable.

: The year of 1860 opened upon a scene of political
" agitation which threatened to disrupt long united as-
sociations, and to erect sectional barriers which ap-

peared almost impossible to overcome.
In April, 1860, the Democratic National Conven-
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“tion assembled in Charleston, South Carolina, for the
5 purpose of nominating a candidate for the presidency.
" During its session loud and angry debates occurred,
in which the Southern element indeavored to obtain
a strong indorsement of the institution of Slavery,
and of the right to carry slaves into the Territories of
the United States. They were met by the more con-
servative portion of the party, who desired to leave
the question to be decided by the States themselves.
After a prolonged discussion the majority of the
Southern States withdrew their delegates from the
convention, and the remainder proceeded to ballot for
-a candidate of their choice.

After a protracted sitting, during which several
ballots were taken and no decided result obtained, the
convention adjourned, to meet in the city of Balti-
more on the eighteenth day of June succeeding.
Stephen A. Douglas, of Illinois, received a large per-
centage of the votes that were cast, but failed to
obtain a sufficient number to secure his nomina-
tion.

The withdrawing delegates organized a rival con-
vention, but, without transacting any business of a de-
cisive character, also adjourned, to meet in Baltimore
at a date nearly coincident with that of the regular
body.

On the nineteenth day of May, the Constitutional
Union (being the old American) party held their con-
ention in the city of Baltimore, and nominated John
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Bell, of Tennessee, for President, and Edward Everett,
of Massachusetts, for the Vice-Presidency,

The Republican Convention was held on the
sixteenth day of May, in the city of Chicago, and upon
the third ballot nominated Abraham Lincoln, of 11l
nois, for the office of President, and Hannibal Ham.
lin, of Maine, for the second office.

This convention also adopted a platform very
pronounced upon the subject of Slavery, and which
was calculated to give but little encouragement to the
extension or perpetuity of the slave-holding power.

On the eighteenth day of June the regular Demo-
cratic Convention assembled, pursuant to adjourn-
ment, in the city of Baltimore, and named Stephen
A. Douglas, of Illinois, and Herschel V. Johnson, of
Georgia, as their standard-bearers in the political
conflict that was to ensue.

On the twenty-eighth day of the same month the
seceding delegates met in the same city, and after
pronouncing their ultra views upon the question of
Slavery, nominated John C, Breckinridge, of Kentucky
(then the Vice-President of the country), and General
Joseph Lane, of Oregon, as the candidates of their
choice.

The lines of battle were now drawn, and from
that time until the election, in November, a fierce
contest was waged between the opposing parties.
Never before in the history of parties was a canvass
conducted with more bitterness or with a greater
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amount of vituperation. The whole country was
ngrossed with the gigantic struggle. Business inter-
ests, questions of finance and of international import
were all made subservient to the absorbing considera-
jon of the election of a national President.

The Southern “ Fire-eaters,” as they were called,
ully realized their inability to elect the candidates
hey had named, but strove with all their power to
prevent the success of the regular Democratic nomi-
nees, and when at last the day of election came, and
the votes were counted, it was found that the Repub-
ican party had been victorious and that Abrahm
Lincoln had been elected.

In many portions of the South this result was
hailed with joyful enthusiasm. The anti-slavery pro-
clivities of the successful party was instantly made a
plausible pretext for secession and the withdrawal of
. the slave-holding States from the Union was boldly
~advocated.

The same power that threatened in 1856, in the
words of Governor Wise of Virginia: “ That if Fre-
mont had been elected, he would have marched at
T~ the head of twenty thousand men to Washington, and
taken possession of the capital, preventing by force
remont’s inauguration at that place"—was again
~aroused, and an open opposition to the Republican
- inauguration was for a time considered.

The absorbing and exciting question in the South
was: “Would the South submit to a Black Repub-
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lican President and a Black Republican Congress ?’
and the answer to the question was a loud and deci-
sive negative.

Among the bolderadvocates of secession the elec-
tion of Mr. Lincoln was regarded with pleasure, and
meetings were held in Charleston, rejoicing in the
triumph of the Republican party. Secession and dis-
union were loudly advocated, and the slave oligarchy
of South Carolina regarded this event as the oppor-
tunity to achieve her long-cherished purpose of break-
ing up the Union, and forming a new confederacy,
founded upon the peculiar ideas of the South.

ays Horace Greeley : “ Men thronged the streets,
talking, laughing, cheering, like mariners long be-
calmed upon a hateful, treacherous sea, when a sud-
den breeze had swiftly wafted them within sight of
their looked for haven, or like a seedy prodigal, just
raised to affluence by the death of some far-off, un-
known relative, and whose sense of decency is not
strong enough to repress his exultation.” ‘

Open threats were made to withdraw at onte from
the Union, and these demonstrations seemed to find
sympathy among other nations than our own, and
soon foreign intrigue was handand glove with domes-
tic treason, in the attempt to sap the foundations of
our government, and seeking peculiar advantages from

its overthrow.
It is unnecessary to detail the various phases of
this great agitation, which, firing the Southern heart
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with the frenzy of disunion, finally led to the seces-
gsion of the Southern States. Various compromises

ere attempted, but all failed of beneficial result.
he “masterly inactivity " of the administration con-

ributed in no small degree to the accomplishment of
is object, and in the end the Southern Confederacy
as organized and Jefferson Davis was elected as its

The Palmetto waved over the custom-house and

post-office at Charleston ; government forts and
ere seized by the volunteers t0 the South-

and on February I, 1861, the Federal mint

ern cause,
s were taken posses-

and custom-house at New Orlean

sion of by the secessionists. :
The removal of Major Anderson from Fort Moul-

trie to the more secure stronghold of Fort Sumter,

in Charleston harbor, had been accomplished, and as
yet no measures had been taken by the government
to prevent further demonstrations of a warlike charac-
ter on the part of the Southern Confederacy. The
‘, administration remained passive and inert, while every
effort was being made to calm the public fears of hos-
tilities, and the organization 0
The city of Baltimore was, at this time, a slave
holding city, and the spirit of Slavery was nowhere
else more rampant and ferocious. The mercantile and
social aristocracy of that city had been sedulously and
persistently plied, by the conspirators for disunion,
with artful and terapting suggestions of her future

f an open revolt.
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greatness and advancement as the chief city of the
new government,

If a Confederacy composed of the fifteen slave-
holding States was organized, Baltimore, it was urged,
would naturally be the chief city of the new Republic.
In time it would become the rival of New York, and
occupy to the Confederacy the same relations which
New York does to the Union, and would be the great
ship-building, shipping, importing and commercial
emporium,

These glittering prophecies had not been uttered
without effect. The ambition of the aristocracy was
aroused. Already they saw the ocean whitened with
her sails, and the broad domain of Maryland adorned
with the palaces reared from her ample and ever-ex-
panding profits. Under these hallucinations, their
minds were corrupted, and they seemed eager to rush
into treason.

Being a border State, Maryland occupied a posi-
tion of particular importance. Emissaries were sent
to her from South Carolina and elsewhere, and no
effort was spared to secure her co-operation in these
revolutionary movements. It is to be regretted that
they were too successful, and the result was that the

majority of the wealthier classes and those in office

were soon in sympathy with the rebellion, and the
spirit of domestic treason, for a time, swept like a
tornado over the State.

Added to the wealthier classes was the mob
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element of the city of Baltimore—rezkless and
unscrupulous, as mobs generally are—and this portion
of her community were avowedly in full accord with
the prospective movement, and ready to do the
bidding of the slave power. Between these, however,
there existed a great middle class, who were loyally
and peacefully inclined. ~ But this class, large as it
was, had hitherto been divided in their political
opinions, and had as yet arrived at no common and
definite understanding with regard to the novel
circumstances of the country and the events which
seemed to be visibly impending.

The government of the city of Baltimore was
under the control of that branch of the Democracy
who supported Breckinridge, and who had attained
power under a popular cry for reform, and it was soon
learned that these leaders were deep in the counsels
of the secessionists.

The newspaper press was no small factor of this
excitement—their utterances had much to do in lead-
ing public opinion, and though their efforts “to fire
the Southern heart,” many were led to sanction the
deeds of violence and outrage which were contem-
plated.

Especial efforts had been made to render Mr.
Lincoln personally odious and contemptible, and his
election formed the pretexts of these reckless con-
spirators, who had long been plotting the overthrow
of the Union. No falsehood was too gross, no state-
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ment too exaggerated, to be used for that purpose,
and so zealously did these misguided men labor in the
cause of disunion, and so systematically concerted
was theiraction, that the mass of the people of the slave
States were made to believe that this pure, patient,
il humane, Christian statesman was a monster whose
vices and passions made him odious, and whose
political beliefs made him an object of just abhorrence,
Il | This was the condition of affairs at the dawning
of the year 1861.

A COUNCIL OF WAR,
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CHAPTER IL

~ Opposition to Myr. Lincoln's Inauguration.—A Plot to Assassi-
’ nate him.— The Fourney from Springfield.

ITH the opening of the new year, the political
condition evinced alarming symptoms. As
~ the day of the inauguration of the new President drew
near, the excitement became intense. Loud threats
~ were made that Mr. Lincoln should never be per-
mitted to take the oath of office, and the hostility of
the South manifested itself in such a manner as to
excite the fears of those who desired the peaceful
solution of the important question of continued
union.

The events about to be related have been for a
long time shrouded in a veil of mystery. While
many are aware that a plot existed at this time to
assassinate the President-elect upon his contemplated
journey to the capital, but few have any knowledge
"of the mode by which the conspiracy was detected, or
the means employed to prevent the accomplishment
of that murderous design.

Considerations which affected the personal safety
of those who actively participated in this detection,

precluded a disclosure at the time, but that such a
fas]
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conspiracy existed no doubt can be entertained. Now,
however, that the dark clouds have passed away, and
the bright sunshine of an enduring peace is throwing
its beneficient rays over a united country, the truth
may be disclosed, and a desire to peruse a hidden
page of history may now be gratified.

Early in the year 1861 I was at my headquarters
in the city of Chicago, attending to the manifold duties
of my profession. 1 had, of course, perused the daily
journals which contained the reports of doings of the
malcontents of the South, but in common with others,
I entertained no serious fears of an open rebellion,
and was disposed to regard the whole matter as of
trivial importance. The same tones had been listened
to before, and although the disunionists had hitherto
never taken such aggressive steps, I was inclined to
believe that with the incoming of the new administra-
tion, determined or conciliatory measures would be
adopted, and that secession and rebellion would be
either averted or summarily crushed.

At this time I received a letter from Mr. Samuel
H. Felton, the president of “ The Philadelphia, Wil-
mington and Baltimore Railroad,” requesting my
presence in Philadelphia upon a matter of great im-
portance. From his communication it appeared that
rumors were afloat as to the intention of the roughs
and secessionists of Maryland to injure the road of
which he was the President. From what had already

been learned, it was feared that their designs were to

I

ko o bt b e 3

.




ASSASSINATE THE PRESIDENT.) 47

prevent travel upon the road either by destroying the
ferry-boats which then carried the trains across the
Susquehanna river at Havre de Grace or by demol-
ishing the railroad bridges over the Gunpowder river
and other streams. This road was the great con-
necting link between the metropolis of the country
and the capital of the nation, and it was of the utmost
importance that no interruption should be permitted
to the free communication between Washington and
the great cities of the North and West.

This letter at once aroused me to a realization of
the danger that threatened the country, and I deter-
mined to render whatever assistance was in my
power towards preventing the successful operation of
these ill-advised and dangerous men.

I lost no time, therefore, in making my arrange-
ments, and soon after receiving Mr. Felton’s commu-
nication, in company with four members of my force
was upon the train speeding towards Philadelphia.
Upon arriving in that city, I went directly to the
office of Mr. Felton and obtained from him all the in-
formation he possessed of the movements and designs
of the Maryland secessionists. I also had a consul-
tation with Mr. H. F. Kenney, the superintendent of
the road, with reference to a plan of operation which
I proposed, and which was considered would result in
obtaining the information so much to be desired.

I resolved to locate my men at the various towns
along the road, selecting such places where, it was
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believed, disaffection existed. With a view, therefore,
of acquiring the facts necessary for an intelligent prose:
cution of the inquiry, I took passage on one of the trains
of the road, intending to see for myself how affairs
stood, and to distribute my men in such a manner as to
me seemed best.

At the city of Wilmington, in Delaware, I found
evidences of a great political excitement, but nothing
that indicated a hostile disposition or which led me
to believe that any danger was to be apprehended at
this place. Nothing that savored of organization was
apparent, and I was therefore compelled to look fur-
ther for the existence of any antagonism to the rail.
road or any desire to prevent the running of their
trains. ‘

At Perryville I found the same excitable condi-
tion of affairs, but nothing of a more aggressive
character than at Wilmington. Men indulged in
fierce arguments, in which both sides were forcibly
represented, but aside from this I discovered no
cause for apprehension, and no occasion for active
detective work as yet.

At Havre de Grace, however, the lines were more
clearly drawn and the popular feeling much more bit-
ter. It was at this point that the boats which carried
the trains crossed the Susquehanna river, and where
serious damage might be done to the company,
should the ferries be destroyed., I therefore left one
man at this place, with instructions to become ac
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quainted with such men as he might, on observation,
consider suspicious, and to endeavor to obtain from
them, by association, a knowledge of their intentions.

At Perrymansville, in Maryland, the feeling was
considerably more intense.  Under the influence of
bad men the secession movement had gained many
supporters and sympathizers. Loud threats were ut-
tered against the railroad company, and it was boast-
fully asserted that ‘“no d-——d abolitionist should be
allowed to pass through the town alive.”

I have always found it a truism that “a barking
dog never bites,” and although I had but little fear
that these blatant talkers would perform any danger-
ous deeds, I considered it best to be fully posted as
to their movements, in order to prevent a catastrophe,
if possible. .

I accordingly directed Timothy Webster, a daring
and discreet man upon my force, to locate himself at
this point, and to carefully note everything that
transpired which had any relation to attempted vio-
lence or a disposition to resort to aggressive meas-
ures.

As I neared the city of Baltimore the opposition
to the government and the sympathy with secession
was manifestly more intense. At Magnolia, particu-
larly, I observed a very dangerous feeling, and among
men of all classes the general sentiment was in favor

*  of resistance and force. Another operative, John

Seaford, was accordingly left at this place, with in-
4
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structions similar to those which had been given to
the others.

I then proceeded on to Baltimore, and there 1
found the greatest amount of excitement that I had
yet experienced. I took quarters at the Howard
House, and proceeded to inquire closely and carefully
into the political situation. I soon found that the
fears of the railroad officials were not wholly without
foundation. The opposition to Mr. Lincoln’s inaugu-
ration was most violent and bitter, and a few days’
sojourn in this city convinced me that great danger
was to be apprehended, and that the sentiment of dis-
union was far more widespread and deeply rooted
than I had before imagined.

The police force of the city was under the control
of Marshal George P. Kane, and was almost entirely
composed of men with disunion proclivities. Their
leader was pronouncedly in favor of secession, and
by his orders the broadest license was given to dis-
orderly persons and to the dissemination of insurrec-
tionary information. This individual was subse-
quently arrested, and, after a brief sojourn in Fort
McHenry, fled in 1863 to the more congenial associ
ations of Richmond.

From the knowledge I gained of the situation in
Baltimore, I resolved to establish my headquarters in
that city. I accordingly engaged a building situated
on South street, and in a position where I could re-
ceive prompt reports from all quarters of the metrop-



ASSASSINATE THE PRESIDENT. 51

oliss. I also sent for an additional force of men,
whom I distributed among the people of all grades
and conditions of life. The building I had selected
was admirably adapted for my purpose, and was so
constructed that entrance could be gained to it from
~ all four sides, through alleyways that led in from
neighboring streets.

Day by day, the reports of my men contained
many important revelations of the designs of the
opposition, and as a matter of additional precaution,
I advised Mr. Felton to employ a small number of
men to guard the various bridges and ferries, who
could be warned in time to resist attack should such
be made.

The chief opposition seemed to be to the inaugu-
ration of President Lincoln, and the plan of the con-
spirators was to excite and exasperate the popular
feeling against the President-elect to the utmost, and
so successfully had this been done that a majority
of the wealthier classes, with few exceptions—those in
office—and the mob element in general were in full
accord in their desire to prevent the inauguration
from taking place. ‘

On the eleventh day of February, Mr. Lincoln,
with a few of his personal friends, left his quiet home

in Springfield to enter upon that tempestuous politi-
cal career which eventually carried him to a martyr's
grave. Among the party who accompanied the
President were Norman B. Judd, Esq., Col. Ward
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H. Lamon, Judge Davis, Col. Sumner, a brave and
impetuous officer, Major Hunter, Capt. John Pope,
Col. Ellsworth, whose heroic death took place shortly
afterwards, and John G. Nicolay, the President’s
private secretary.

As the President was about leaving his home, the
people turned out en masse to bid him farewell, and
to them Mr. Lincoln addressed the following pathetic
words of parting :

“ My Friends: No one who has never been placed
in a like position can understand my feelings at this
hour, nor the oppressive sadness I feel at this part-
ing. For more than a quarter of a century I have
lived among you, and during all that time I have
received nothing but kindness at your hands. Here
I have lived from youth until now I am an old man;
here the most sacred ties of earth were assumed ;
here all my children were born, and here one of them
lies buried. To you, dear friends, I owe all that I
have, and all that I am. All the strange checkered
past seems now to crowd upon my mind. To-day I
leave you. I go to assume a task more difficult than
that which devolved upon Washington. Unless the
great God who assisted him shall be with me and aid
me, I must fail ; but if the same Omniscient Mind and
Almighty Arm that directed and protected him shall
guide and support me, I shall not fail—I shall suc
ceed. Let us all pray that the God of our fathers
may not forsake us now. To Him I commend you
all. Permit me to ask that with equal sincerity and
faith you will invoke His wisdom and guidance for
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me. With these few words I must leave you, for
how long I know not. Friends, one and all, I must
bid you an affectionate farewell.”

How touchingly simple and earnest seem these
words. A strange and almost weird presentiment of
grief and suffering give his utterances a pathos that
becomes profoundly impressive when linked with
subsequent events. How prophetic too—full of tears
and fraught with the prescience of a future terrible
and bloody war—they bear yet an echo like that of
the voice that sounded in the ear of Halleck’s dying
hero—for surely in their tones are heard the thanks
of millions yet to be. How more than prophetic they
seemed when, four years later, “a funeral train,
covered with the emblems of splendid mourning,
rolled into the same city, bearing a corpse whose
obsequies were being celebrated in every part of the
civilized world.”

From Springfield the passage was a perfect con-
tinuous ovation. Cities and towns, villages and
hamlets, vied with each other in testifying their
devotion to Union and their determination to uphold
the chief magistrate in the great trial before him.
Immense crowds surrounded the stations at which
the special train halted, and in the cities of Indi-

anapolis, Cincinnati, Columbus, Pittsburg, Cleveland,
Erie, Buffalo, Albany, New York, Trenton, New-
ark, Philadelphia and Harrisburg, public demon-
strations of an imposing character were given in his
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honor, and vast concourses of people assembled to
greet him. Everywhere he was received and honored
as the chief of a free people, and in reply to compli-
mentary addresses which he day by day received, the
President endeavored to utter cheering words, and
indicated a disbelief in any bloody issue of our
domestic complications.

On the day prior to the departure of Mr. Lincoln
from his home, I received a letter from the master
mechanic of the railroad, of which the following is an

extract :

“I am informed that a son of a distinguished
citizen of Maryland said that he had taken an oath
with others to assassinate Mr. Lincoln before he gets
to Washington, and they may attempt to do it while he
is passing over our road. I think you had better look
after this man, if possible. This information is
perfectly reliable. I have nothing more to say at
this time, but will try to see you in a few days.”

This communication was confirmatory of reports
of an indefinite character which had reached me prior
to this, and the information was far too important to
be disregarded. 1 determined, therefore, to probe
the matter to the bottom, and obtaining the authority
of Mr. Felton for such action, I immediately set about
the discovery of the existence of the conspiracy and
the intention of its organization, and then, if coolness,
courage and skill could save the life of Mr. Lincoln,
and prevent the revolution which would inevitably
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follow his violent death, I felt sure of accomplishing
it.

My plans were soon perfected, and they were to
have several of my men, together with myself, an
nounced as residents of Charleston and New Orleans,
and by assuming to be secessionists of the most ultra
type, to secure entrance into their secret societies and
military organizations, and thus become possessed of
their secret designs. In looking over the qualifica-
tions of the members of my corps I found two men
admirably adapted to the object I had in view. They
were both young and both fully able to assume and
successfully carry out the character of a hot-blooded,
fiery secessionist.

One of these men, whom I shall call Joseph
Howard, was a young man of fine personal appear-
ance, and of insinuating manners. He was of French
descent, and in his youth had been carefully educated
for a Jesuit priest, but finding the vocation distasteful
to him, he had abandoned it. Added to his collegiate
studies, he possessed the advantage of extensive
foreign travel, and the ability to speak, with great
facility, several foreign languages. He had a thorough
knowledge of the South, its localities, prejudices,
customs and leading men, which had been derived
from several years residence in New Orleans and
other Southern cities, and was gifted with the power

of adaptation to persons whom they wish to influence,
so popularly attributed to the Jesuits.
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Howard was instructed to assume the character of
an extreme secessionist, to obtain quarters at one of
the first-class hotels, and register his name, with
residence at New Orleans. This was done because
he was well acquainted with the city, having resided
there for a long time, and was consequently enabled
to talk familiarly of prominent individuals of that city
whom he had met.

The other man whom I selected for this impor-
tant work was Timothy Webster. He was a man of
great physical stiength and endurance, skilled in all
athletic sports, and a good shot. Possessed of a
strong will and a courage that knew no fear, he was
the very man to operate upon the middle and lowet
classes who composed the disunion element,

His subsequent career as a Union spy—one of
the most perilous and thankless positions—and his
ignominious death at Richmond, at the hands of the
rebels, have passed into history, but no historian will
ever relate the thousand perils through which he passed
in the service of his country; of his boldness and in-
genuity in acquiring information that was of incalcu-
lable value to the Union officers, nor of his wonderful
fertility of invention, which frequently enabled him to
escape from dangers which would have appalled a
less brave or less devoted man. Arrested at last, he
was condemned as a spy, and on the thirtieth day of
April, 1862, he was executed in the City of Rich-
mond, by order of Jefferson Davis. Even then he
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would have succeeded in effecting a well-devised plan
of escape, had he not been rendered incapable of
movement by reason of a prostrating sickness. His
name is unknown to fame, but fewer hearts beat truer
to the Union, and fewer arms performed more de-
voted service in its cause, and a record of his daring
and romantic adventures as a Union spy, would
certainly equal, if not surpass, those of the Harvey
Birch of Cooper.

It was not long before I received undoubted
evidence of the existence of a systematized organiza-
tion whose avowed object was to assist the rebellious
States, but which was in reality formed to compass the
death of the President, and thus accomplish the
separation of the States, I learnedalso thata branch
of this conspiracy existed at Perrymansville, under
the guise of a company of cavalry, who met frequently
and drilled regularly. Leaving Harwood to operate
in Baltimore with the others, I dispatched Timothy
Webster back to Perrymansville, and in twenty-four
hours thereafter he had enrolled himself as a member
of the company, and was recognized as a hail fellow

among his rebel associates.




CHAPTER IIL

The Conspirators at Work.—Detectives on Their Trail—
Webster as a Soldier.

: VERY day reports would be brought to me

L+ from the numerous men I had detailed along
the line of the railroad, and regularly on alternate

days I would make the journey from Baltimore to
Philadelphia for consultation with the officers of the
company. »

At every visit which I made to the suspected
localities, I could not fail to notice an increase in the
excitement and the indications of a disposition to
open revolt became more evident. Everywhere the
ruling principle seemed to be opposition to the new
administration and a decided inclination to aid the
Confederacy. As the daily papers, which chronicled
the events which occurred upon the journey of Mr.
Lincoln towards Washington, or the desperate move-
ments of the Southern ringleaders, were perused by
the people, or were read aloud in tavern or store,
they would be greeted by alternate expressions of
hate and malignity for the abolitionist and wild cheers
for the rebellion.

This feeling, too, was largely increased by the
[s8]
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visits which prominent villagers would make to Balti-
more, and who, upon their return, would relate
marvelous stories of what they had seen and heard
of the courage, the unity and the determination of the
Southern people. Everything calculated to inflame
the popular mind was seized upon, and the wonderful
spirit of invention which these men evinced was
simply astonishing. ~As a consequence, the ignorant
residents of these villages and towns, having no
authoritative information of their own, relied implic-
itly upon the exaggerated statements and untruth-
ful reports of their leaders, and were kept in a
condition of excitement that made them ready tools
of their unscrupulous and better-informed managers.
As far as could be learned, however, no definite plan
of action had been arranged, and no public outbreak
had as yet occurred.

Barnum’s Hotel, in Baltimore, appeared to be the
favorite resort of the Southern element. The visitors
from all portions of the South located at this house,
and in the evenings the corridors and parlors would
be thronged by the tall, lank forms of the long-haired
gentlemen who represented the aristocracy of the
slaveholding interests.  Their conversations were
loud and unrestrained, and any one bold enough or
sufficiently indiscreet to venture an opinion contrary
to the righteousness of their cause, would soon find
himself in an unenviable position and frequently the

subject of violence.
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As this hotel was so largely patronized by the so-
called “Fire-eaters,” I instructed Howard to go there
in order to secure quarters and to ingratiate himself
with these extremists. It was not long after this,
that, joining a company of gentlemen who were loudly
declaiming against the ruling powers of the country,
he entered into their discussion, and by blatant ex-
pressions of the most rebellious nature, he was warmly
welcomed by the coterie and instantly made one of
their number.

Hailing as he did from New Orleans, his resi-
dence was a ready passport to their favor and con-
fidence, and his fine personal appearance, gentle-
manly address and the fervor of his utterances soon
won the favor of those with whom he associ-
ated. To a general inquiry he stated that private
affairs of a financial nature required his presence in
Baltimore, but as his acquaintance with the trust-
worthy emissaries of rebeldom increased, he quietly
insinuated that affairs of a national character were
far more dear to him than individual interests or
private concerns.

By continued intercourse with these men, he
greatly increased the circle of his acquaintances, and
soon became a welcome guest at the residences of
many of the first families of that refined and aristo-
cratic city. Here his accomplishments appeared to
the best advantage. His romantic disposition and
the ease of his manner captivated many of the sus-
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ceptible hearts of the beautifal Bzltimore belles,
whose eyes grew brighter in his presence, and who
listened enraptured to the poetic utterances which
were whispered into their ears under the witching
spell of music and moonlit nature.

He gradually neared the circle of which Marshal
George P. Kane appeared to be the leader, and in a
short time he had succeeded in entirely winning his
confidence, and from this gentleman Howard acquired
many important items of information. The entire
police force of the city—officers and men—were in
full sympathy with the rebellion, and it became ap-
parent to him that a strict watch was kept over every
.man who expressed Northern opinions, or who
was not identified with the cause which they had
espoused.

To all of these arrangements Howard signified his
hearty indorsement, and by every means in his power
he sought to convince the leaders of his full sympathy
with their efforts and his resolve to take a leading
part in the struggle that seemed to be impending.

Accepting the invitation of Mr. Kane, he one
evening accompanied that gentleman to a meéting of

" one of the secret societies that then existed, the first

one he had succeeded in gaining entrance to. Arriv-
ing at the place of assembly, he was surprised at the
many familiar faces which greeted him. Men whose
aristocratic doors had opened to his entrance and
whose social positions were unquestioned; yourg
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men who traced their lineage through several genera-
tions, and whose wealth and intelligence gave them
a social status of no ordinary character, were found in
full accord and upon perfect equality with tradesmen,
artificers, and even with those whose vocation was
decidedly doubtful, and some of whom had heard
the key of a prison lock turned upon them for offenses
committed in days gone by.

The leader and President of this society was a
Captain Fernandina, who was known as one of the
most active of the conspirators. This individual at
one time occupied the exalted position of a barber at
Barnum’s Hotel, but treason and conspiracy had
elevated him to the station of a military captain whose
orders were to be obeyed, and a leader whose man-
dates compelled respect. He was an Italian or of
Italian descent, and having lived in the South for a
number of years he was thoroughly impressed with
the idea of Southern wrongs, and that the election
of Mr. Lincoln was an outrage which must not be
tamely submitted to by the high-toned and chival-
rous people of the South.

He was an enthusiast and fanatic, a dangerous
man in any crisis, and particularly so in the one now
impending, which threatened a civil war and all its
direful consequences. Educated with Italian ideas and
possessed of the temperament of his people, he openly
justified the use of the stiletto, and fiercely advocated
assassination as the means of preventing the Presi
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dent-elect from taking his seat in the executive chair.
He was also the captain of a military company which
drilled regularly and whose members were believed
to fully indorse the views of their chief.

At this meeting Fernandina delivered an address
which, for its treasonable nature and its violent oppo-
sition to all laws, human or divine, has scarcely a
parallel. He boldly advocated the doctrine of State
rights ; he fiercely denounced the party who had sue-
ceeded in obtaining power; he inveighed in violent
language against the policy of the so-called abolition-
ists, and his arraignment of Mr. Lincoln was most
vile and repulsive. As these words fell from his lips
the excitement became intense. Faces were eagerly
turned towards him, eyes glistened with the fires of
hate, and hands were clenched as though each one
present was imbued with the same feelings which
animated their sanguinary leader.

As he proceeded, overcome by the violence of his
emotions, he drew from his breast a long, glittering
knife, and waving it aloft, exclaimed :

“This hireling Lincoln shall never, never be Pres-
ident. My life is of no consequence in a cause like

this, and I am willing to give it for his. As Orsini
gave his life for Italy, I am ready to die for the
rights of the South and to crush out the abolitionist.”

As he stood before them, his black eyes flashing
with excitement, his sallow face pale and colorless
and his long hair brushed fiercely back from his low
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forehead, he seemed a fitting representative of so
desperate a cause, and his influence over the assem-
blage was wonderful to behold. Loud cheers and
wild clapping of hands greeted his utterances, and all
seemed in perfect accord with his declared intentions.

There could be no mistaking the fact, that the
object of these men was dangerous, and that they had
fully determined to oppose and prevent the inaugura-
tion of Mr. Lincoln, but the exact plan of operation
had not as yet been agreed upon.

Upon these facts being conveyed to me by How-
ard on the following morning, I resolved to interview
this desperate leader of the conspiracy myself, and
endeavor to learn from him further particulars of
their movements and designs.

In the immediate vicinity of Barnum’s Hotel at
that time there was a famous restaurant, popularly
known as “Guy's,” and this place was much fre-
quented by the secessionists who were in the city.
Fernandina spent much of his time there, either in
drinking or in consultation with his numerous politi-
cal friends, who all seemed to regard him as an im-
portant personage, and one who was eventually to
perform giant service in the cause.

Howard having effecting an introduction to Fer-
nandina, and convinced him of his devotion to the
interests of the South, I experienced no difficulty in
obtaining the desired interview. About three o'clock
on the following afternoon Howard and myself care-

sl
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lessly entered the saloon, and were gratified to per-
ceive that Fernandina was also there,accompanied by
several members of the military company which he
commanded. Walking directly up to these gentle-
men, Howard introduced me as a resident of Georgia,
who was an earnest worker in the cause of secession,
and whose sympathy and discretion could be impli-
citly relied upon.

Fernandina cordially grasped my hand, and we
all retired to a private saloon, where, after ordering
the necessary drinks and cigars, the conversation
became general, and to me, absorbingly interesting.

The question of assassinating the President was
freely discussed, and Captain Fernandina expressed
himself vehemently in its favor.

Some one in the party remarked :

“Are there no other means of saving the South
except by assassination ?”

“No,” replied Fernandina; “as well might you
attempt to move the Washington Monument yonder
with your breath, as to change our purpose. He
must die—and die he shall. And,” he continued,
turning to Captain Trichot, a fellow-conspirator who
stood near, “ if necessary, we will die together.”

“ There seems to be no other way,” interposed
Howard, ‘and while bloodshed is to be regretted, it
will be done in a noble cause.”

Fernandina gazed approvingly at Howard, and
then added :
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“Yes, the cause is a noble one, and on that day
every captain will prove himself a hero. With the
first shot the chief traitor, Lincoln, will die, then all
Maryland will be with us, and the South will be for-
ever free.”

“ But,” said I, “have all the plans been matured,
and are there no fears of failure? A misstep in so
important a direction would be fatal to the South
and ought to be well considered.”

“Qur plans are fully arranged,” answered the
Captain, “and they cannot fail; and,” he added, with
a wicked gleam in his eyes—‘if I alone must strike
the blow, I shall not hesitate or shrink from the task.
Lincoln shall certainly not depart from this city
alive.”

“Yes,” added Captain Trichot, “it is determined
that this G—d d—d Lincoln shall never pass through
here alive, and no d—d abolitionist shall ever set foot
upon Southern soil except to find a grave.”

“ But about the authorities "—I asked—* is there
no danger to be apprehended from them ?”

“Oh, no,” said the Captain, assuringly, “they
are all with us. I have seen Col. Kane, the Chief
Marshal of Police, and he is all right. In a week
from to-day the North shall want another President,
for Lincoln will be a corpse.”

All the company gave approving responses to
these threats, with but one exception, and he re-
mained silent, with a doubtful, troubled expression
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upon his face.  This young man was one of the fast
“bloods” of the city, who proudly wore upon his
breast a gold Palmetto badge, and who was a Lieu.
tenant in the Palmetto Guards, a secret military
organization of Baltimore, and I determined to select
this man for the purpose of obtaining the information
I so much desired; and as the company shortly after-
wards broke up, Howard and myself accompanied
Lieutenant Hill from the saloon.

Hill soon proved a pliant tool in our hands. Be-
ing of a weak nature and having been reared in the
lap of luxury, he had entered into this movement
more from a temporary burst of enthusiasm and be-
cause it was fashionable, than from any other cause.
Now that matters began to assume such a warlike
attitude, he was inclined to hesitate before the affair
had gone too far, but still he seemed to be enamored
with the glory of the undertaking.

By my directions Howard, the ardent secession-
ist from Louisiana, and Hill, of the Palmetto Guards,
became bosom friends and inseparable companions.
They drank together, and visited theaters and places
* of amusement in each other’s company.

By reason of his high social position Hill was en-
abled to introduce his friend to the leading families
and into the most aristocratic clubs and societies of
which the city boasted, and Howard made many valu-
able acquaintances through the influence of this rebel-
lious scion of Baltimore aristocracy.
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Finally the young man was induced to open to
his companion the secrets of the plot to assassinate
the President. It was evident, however, that Hill
was playing his part ‘o the conspiracy with great re-
luctance, and one day he said to Howard:

« What a pity it is that this glorious Union must
be destroyed all on account of that monster Lincoln.”
From Hill it was learned that the plans of the con-
spirators were first to excite and exasperate the pop-
ular feeling against Mr. Lincoln to the utmost, and
thus far this had been successfully accompanied.
From the published programme Mr. Lincoln was to
reach Baltimore from Harrisburg by the Northern
Central Railroad on the twenty;third day of February,
now but a few days distant. He would, therefore,
reach the city about the middle of the day. A vast
crowd would meet him at the Calvert street depot, at
which point it was expected that he would enter an
open carriage and ride nearly half a mile to the Wash-
ington depot. Here it was arranged that but a small
force of policemen chould be stationed, and as the
President arrived 2 disturbance would be created
which would attract the attention of these guardians
of the peace, and this accomplished, it would be an
easy task for a determined man to shoot the Presi-
dent, and, aided by his companions, succeed in making
his escape.

Agents of the conspirators had been dispatched
to all the principal Northern cities, to watch the
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movements of the presidential party, and ready to
telegraph to Baltimore any change of route or delay
in arrival. A cipher had been agreed upon between
them, so that the conspirators could communicate
with each other without the possibility of detection,
and everything seemed to be satisfactorily arranged
except to depute one of their number to commit the
fatal deed. This was to be determined by ballot,
and as yet no one knew upon whom might devolve
the bloody task.

Meanwhile, the idea of assassination was preying
heavily upon the mind of the Lieutenant of the Pal-
metto Guards; he grew sad and melancholy, and
plunged still deeper into dissipation. Howard had
now become a necessity to him and they were scarcely
ever separated. Under the influence of the master
spirit, the disposition of Hill underwent wonderful
changes. At times, he would be thoughtful and
morose, and then would suddenly break out into
enthusiastic rhapsodies. His sleep became tormented
with dreams in which he saw himself the martyr to a
glorious cause and the savior of his country.

At such times he would address himself to
Howard, in the most extravagant language.

«] am destined to die,” said he one day,

“shrouded with glory. 1 shall immortalize myself
by plunging a knife into Lincoln’s heart.”

Howard endeavored to calm his transports, but
without avail. Raising himself to his full height, he
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exclaimed: “Rome had her Brutus, why should aot
we? I swear to you, Howard, if it falls to me 1
will kill Lincoln before he reaches the Washington
depot, not that I love Lincoln less, but my country
more.”

As the day drew nearer for the arrival of the
President, he became more nervous and excited, and
would more frequently indulge in extravagant expres-
sions, which would have been regarded as absurd,
but for the fact that he was but one of a large num-
ber of fanatics, who seriously entertained the same
ideas of murder, and his expressions but the reflex of
others, more determined.

Timothy Webster was still at Perrymansville,
and by this time had fully identified himself with
the rebel cause, and the company of cavalry of which
he was a member. On several occasions he had
given undoubted indications of his loyalty and devo-
tion to the South, and was generally looked upon as
a man who could be trusted ~ He became quite
intimate with the officers of the company, and
succeeded in gaining their entire confidence. Asyet,
however, he had learned but little of the important
movement which we believed was in contemplation, as
all conversations upon that subject appeared to be
between the officers of the company, at their secret
meetings, to which he had not been able as yet te

gain an entrance.
At length one morning, after the usual daily drill,




OF THE CONSPIRATORS. 7

and when the company had been dismissed, the
Captain addressed Webster and requested him to be
present at his house that evening, as he desired to
consult with him upon important affairs, at the same
time cautioning him to say nothing to any one con-
cerning the matter.

Promptly at the time appointed Webster pre-
sented himself at the residence of the Captain, and
was ushered into a room upon the upper floor, where
there were several men already assembled. The cur
tains had been drawn close, and heavy quilts had been
hung over the windows, which effectually prevented
any one from the outside from discovering a light in
the room. On his entrance he was introduced to the
gentlemen present, three of whom were unknown to
him, who were members of the secret league from
Baltimore, and who were evidently impressed with
the solemnity and importance of their undertaking.
They greeted Webster cordially, however, and made
room for him at the table around which they were
sitting.

A few minutes satisfied Webster as to the nature
of the meeting, and that it was a conclave of the con-
spirators, who had met to discuss a plan of action.
Intensely eager as he was to acquire all possible in-
formation, he was obliged to restrain his impetuosity

and to listen calmly to the developments that were
made. From what transpired that evening there
could be no doubt of the desperation of the men en-
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gaged in the conspiracy, or of the widespread interest
which was taken in their movements.

The plans for the assassination of the President
had been fully matured, and only needed the selection

of the person to perform the deed, in order to carry
them into effect. In the meantime, however, other

important measures required attention and considera-
tion. If the affair stopped simply with the assassina-
tion of the President, but little, if any, good would be
accomplished. The North would rise as one man to
avenge the death of their leader, and they would only
hasten a disaster they were anxious to avoid. It
was necessary, therefore, that the work should be
thoroughly done, and the plan suggested was as
follows :

As soon as the deed had been accomplished in
Baltimore, the news was to be telegraphed along the
line of theroad, and immediately upon the reception of
this intelligence the telegraph wires were to be cut, the
railroad bridges destroyed and the tracks torn up, in
order to prevent for some time any information being
conveyed to the cities of the North, or the passage of
any Northern men towards the eapital.

Wild as the scheme was, it found instant favor
with the reckless men assembled together, and all
signified their hearty assent to the propositions and
offered their aid in successfully carrying them out.
Among the most earnest in their protestations was
Timothy Webster, and as he announced his intention
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to perform his duty in the affair he was warmly con-
gratulated.

Matters were evidently getting warm, and but
little time was left for action.

“ WARMING UP.”




CHAPTER 1V,

The Conspirators in Council—My Operative Foins the Con-
spiracy.

HAD already written to Mr. Norman B. Judd

as the party reached Cincinnati, informing him
that I had reason to believe that there was a plot on
foot to murder the President on his passage through
Baltimore, and promising to advise him further as the
party progressed eastward.

This information Mr. Judd did not divulge to
any one, fearing to occasion undue anxiety or unneces-
sary alarm, and knowing that I was upon the ground
and could be depended upon to act at the proper
time.

When the party reached Buffalo another note
from me awaited Mr. Judd, informing him of the
accumulation of evidence, but conveying no particu-
lars. The party were now journeying towards New
York city, and I determined to learn all that there
was to learn before many hours.

Previous to this, in addition to the men engaged
in Baltimore, I had sent for Mrs. Kate Warne, the
lady superintendent of my agency. This lady had
arrived several days before, and had already made
[74]
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remarkable progress in cultivating the acquaint-
ance of the wives and daughters of the conspira-
tors.

Mrs. Warne was eminently fitted for this task
Of rather a commanding person, with clear-cut,
expressive features, and with an ease of manner that
was quite captivating at times, she was calculated to
make a favorable impression at once. She was of
Northern birth, but in order to vouch for her
Southern opinions, she represented herself as from
Montgomery, Alabama, a locality with which she was
perfectly familiar, from her connection with the detec-
tion of the robbery of the Adams Express Company,
at that place. Her experience in that case, which is
fully detailed in “ The Expressman and the Detec
tive,” fully qualified her for the task of representing
herself as a resident of the South.

She was a brilliant conversationalist when so
disposed, and could be quite vivacious, but she also
understood that rarer quality in womankind, the art
- of being silent.

The information she received was invaluable, but
as yet the meetings of the chief conspirators had not
been entered. Mrs. Warne displayed upon her
breast, as did many of the ladies of Baltimore, the
black and white cockade, which had been temporarily
adopted as the emblem of secession, and many hints
~ were dropped in her presence which found their way

to my ears, and were of great benefit to me.
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As I have said, the Presidential party were in
Buffalo, and I had resolved upon prompt and decisive
measures to discover the inward workings of the
conspirators, Accordingly I obtained an interview
with Howard, and gave him such instructions as I
deemed necessary under the circumstances. He was
to insist upon Hill taking him to the meeting at which
the ballots were to be drawn, and where he, too,
would have an opportunity to immortalize himself,
and then, that being accomplished, the rest would be
easy and all further danger would be over.

Accordingly, that day Howard broached the mat-
ter to Hill in a manner which convinced him of his
earnestness, and the young Lieutenant promised his
utmost efforts to secure his admission. At five
o'clock in the afternoon they again met, and Hill
joyfully informed his companion that his request had
been granted, and that, upon his vouching for the
fidelity of his friend, he had succeeded in obtaining
permission for him to enter their society.

That evening Howard accompanied his friend
Hill to the rendezvous of the league, and as they
entered the darkened chamber, they found many of
the conspirators already assembled. The members
were strangely silent, and an ominous awe seemed to
pervade the entire assembly. About twenty men
comprised the number, but many entered afterward.
After a few preliminary movements, Howard was
conducted to the station of the President of the
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assembly and duly sworn, the members gathering
around him in a circle as this was being done.

Having passed through the required formula,
Howard was warmly taken by the hand by his asso-
ciates, many of whom he had met in the polite circles
of society. After quiet had been restored, the Presi-
dent, who was none other than Captain Fernandina,
arose, and in a dramatic manner detailed the particu-
lars of the plot.

It had been fully determined that the assassina-
tion should take place at the Calvert street depot.
A vast crowd of secessionists were to assemble at
that place to await the arrival of the train with Mr.
Lincoln. They would appear early and fill the nar-
row streets and passages immediately surrounding it.
No attempt at secrecy was made of the fact that the
Marshal of Police was conversant with their plans,
and that he would detail but a small force of police-
men to attend the arrival, and nominally clear and
protect a passage for Mr. Lincoln and his suite.
Nor was the fact disguised that these policemen were
in active sympathy with the movement. George P.
Kane's animus was fully shown when he was subse-
quently arrested by General Banks, and afterwards
became an officer in the rebel army.

When the train entered the depot, and Mr. Lincoln
attempted to pass through the narrow passage lead-

ing to the streets, a party already delegated were to
engage in a conflict on the outside, and then the
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policemen were to rush away to quell the disturbance.
At this moment—the police being entirely withdrawn
—Mr. Lincoln would find himself surrounded by a
dense, excited and hostile crowd, all hustling and
jamming against him, and then the fatal blow was to
be struck.

A swift steamer was to be stationed in Chesapeake
Bay, with a boat awaiting upon the shore, ready to
take the assassin on board as soon as the deed was
done, and convey him to a Southern port, where he
would be received with acclamations of joy and
honored as a hero.

The question to be decided this evening was:
“ Who should do the deed ?” “ Who should assume
the task of liberating the nation of the foul presence
of the abolitionist leader?” For this purpose the
meeting had been called to-night, and to-night the im-
portant decision was to be reached.

[t was finally determined that ballots should be
prepared and placed in a box arranged for that pur-
pose, and that the person who drew a 7ed ballot
should perform the duty of assassination.

In order that none should know who drew the
fatal ballot, except he who did so, the room was ren
dered still darker, and every one was pledged to
secrecy as to the color of the ballot he drew. The
leaders, however, had determined that their plans

should not fail, and doubting the courage of some of
their number, instead of placing but one red ballot in



IN COUNCILL. 79

the box, they placed et of the designated color,
and these eight ballots were drawn—each man who
drew them believing that upon him, his courage,
strength and devotion, depended the cause of the
South—each supposing that he alone was charged
with the execution of the deed.

After the ballots had been drawn the President
again addressed the assembly. He violently assailed
the enemies of the South, and in glowing words
pointed out the glory that awaited the man who would
prove himself the hero upon this great occasion, and
finally, amid much restrained enthusiasm, the meeting
adjourned, and their duties had thus far been accom-
plished.

My time for action had now arrived ; my plans had
been perfected and I resolved to act at once. Taking
Mrs. Warne with me I reached New York city on the
same day that the presidential party arrived there,
and leaving Mrs. Warne to perfect arrangements, I
proceeded at once to Philadelphia. That evening
Mrs. Warne repaired to the Astor House and re-
quested an interview with Mr. Judd. Her request
being granted, Mrs. Warne informed that gentleman,
that, fearing to trust the mail in so important a matter,
she had been delegated by me to arrange for a per-
sonal interview, at which all the proofs relating to the
conspiracy could be submitted to him. It was sug-
gested that immediately after the arrival of the party
in Philadelphia, I should inform Mr. Judd of my plans
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for an interview, and that he would be governed ac-
cordingly.

While they were conversing, Col. E. S. Sandford,
President of the American Telegraph Company,
called, and was introduced by Mrs. Warne to Mr.
Judd. This gentleman had been made fully ac-
quainted with what I had learned, and had promised
all the assistance within his power, and he accordingly
tendered to Mr. Judd his own personal service and
the unlimited use of the telegraph lines under his con-
trol, for any communications he might desire to make.

On arriving at Philadelphia, I proceeded directly
to the office of Mr. Felton, and acquainted him with
all the information I had received, of the designs of
the conspirators with regard to Mr. Lincoln, and of
their intention to destroy the railroad should their
plot be successful. The situation was truly alarm-
ing, and cautious measures were absolutely necessary.
It was therefore resolved to obtain an interview with
Mr. Lincoln, submit the facts to him, and be gov-
erned by his suggestions, whatever they might be,

This interview took place on the 20th day of
February, and Mr. Lincoln was expected to arrive on

the following day. Great preparations had been
made for his reception, and the military, of which
Philadelphia was justly proud, were to escort the Pres-
ident-elect from the depot to the Continental Hotel,
where quarters had been engaged for him, and where
he would receive the congratulations of the people.




, N
S g

CHAPTER V.,

The Presidentral Party arrives in FPhiladelphia— Independ.-
ence Hall—The Deoparture from Harvisburg.— Telegraph
wirves Cut—Through the Lines of Treason and Safe
Arrival at Washington.

HE twenty-first dawned bright and sunny, and

the streets were alive with the eager populace,

all anxious to do honor to the new President, and to
witness the scenes attendant upon his reception. In
due time the train containing the party arrived, and
after an informal welcome they took carriages, and,
escorted by the troops, the procession took up the line
of march for the hotel. Vast crowds lined the side-
walks and the enthusiasm of the people was unbound-
ed. The President graciously acknowledged their
courtesies as he passed along. On each side of the
carriage in which Mr. Lincoln was seated, accompa-

“nied by Mr. Judd, was a file of policemen, whose duty
it was to prevent the mass of people from pressing too
closely to the vehicle. As the procession reached the
corner of Broad and Chestnut streets, a young man
approached the file of policemen and endeavored to
attract the attention of the occupants of the carriage.
Finding this impossible, he boldly plunged through

.
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the ranks of the officers, and coming to the side of
the carriage, he handed to Mr. Judd a slip of paper,
on which was written :

“St. Louts Hotel, ask for J. H. Hulchinson.”

This young man was Mr. George H. Burns, an
attache of the American Telegraph Company and
confidential agent of E. S. Sandford, Esq., who acted
as my messenger, and who afterwards distinguished
himself for his courage and daring in the rebellion.
It is needless to add that J. H. Hutchinson was the
name I had assumed in registering at the hotel, in
order to avoid any suspicion or curiosity in case any
emissary of the conspirators should ascertain my real
name and thus be warned of the discovery of their
scheme. :

Shortly after the arrival of Mr. Lincoln at the
Continental, Mr. Judd was announced at the St. Louis
Hotel as desiring to see me. Mr. Feltonwas with me
at the time, and in a few miuutes Mr. Judd made his
appearance. More than an hour was occupied in
going over the proofs which I produced of the exist-
ence of the conspiracy, at the end of which time Mr.
Judd expressed himself fully convinced that the plot
was a reality, and that prompt measures were required
to secure the safety of the President.

“My advice is,” said I after I had succeeded in

convincing Mr. Judd that my information was reliable
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«that Mr. Lincoln shall proceed to Washington this
evening by the eleven o'clock train, and then once
safe at the capital, General Scott and his soldiery will
afford him ample protection.”

«1 fear very much that Mr. Lincoln will not
accede to this,” replied Mr, Judd ; “but as the Presi-
dent is an old acquaintance and friend of yours and
has had occasion before this to test your reliability
and prudence, suppose you accompany me to the
Continental Hotel, and we can then lay this informa-
tion before him in person and abide by his decision.”
This idea was at once adopted and we proceeded
to the hotel. Herewe found the entrances blocked up
by a surging multitude which effectually prevented
our admission, and we were obliged to enter by the
rear of the building through a door used by the
servants.

On reaching the room occupied by Mr. Judd
that gentleman summoned Mr. Nicolay, the Presi-
dent’s private secretary, and dispatched him with a
note requesting the presence of Mr. Lincoln upona
matter of urgent importance.

The President at that time was in one of the large
parlors surrounded by a number of ladies and gentle-
men, all eager to extend to him the hospitalities of
- the city and to express their good wishes for the
success of his administration. Upon receiving the
message, however, he at once excused himself, and
_ forcing his way through the crowd came directly to us.
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Up to this time Mr. Lincoln had been kept in
entire ignorance of any threatened danger, and as he
listened to the facts that were now presented to him,
a shade of sadness fell upon his face. He seemed
loth to credit the statement, and could scarce believe
it possible that such a conspiracy could exist. Slowly
he went over the points presented, questioning me
minutely the while, but at length finding it impossible
to discredit the truthfulness of what I stated to him.
he yielded a reluctant credence to the facts.

After he had been fully made acquainted with the
startling disclosures, Mr. Judd submitted to him the
plan proposed by me, that he should leave Philadelphia
for Washington that evening. ‘

«But,” added Mr. Judd, *the proofs that have
just been laid before you cannot be published, as it
will involve the lives of several devoted men now on
Mr. Pinkerton’s force, especially that of Timothy
Webster, who is now serving in a rebel cavalry
company under drill at Perrymansville in Mary-
land.”

Mr. Lincoln at once acknowledged the correctness
of this view, but appeared at a loss as to what course
to pursue.

«Vou will therefore perceive”—continued Mr.
Judd—*that if you follow the course suggested—that
of proceeding to Washington to-night—you w'll nec-
essarily be subjected to the scoffs and sneers of your

enemies, and the disapproval of your friends who can-
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not be made to believe in the existence of so despe-
ratea plot.”

«1 fully appreciate these suggestions,” replied
Mr. Lincoln, “and I can stand anything that is neces-
sary, but,” he added rising to his feet, “] cannot go
to-night. 1 have promised to raise the flag over
Independence Hall to-morrow morning, and to visit
the legislature at Harrisburg in the afternoon—be-
yond that I have no engagements. Any plan that
may be adopted that will enable me to fulfill these
promises 1 will accede to, and you can inform me
what is concluded upon to-morrow.”

Saying which Mr. Lincoln left the room and
joined the people in the parlor. During the entire
interview, he had not evinced the slightest evidence
of agitation or fear. Calm and self—possessed, his
only sentiments appeared to be those of profound re-
gret, that the Southern sympathizers could be so far
led away by the excitement of the hour, as to con-
sider his death a necessity for the furtherance of their
cause.

From his manner, it was deemed useless to
attempt to induce him to alter his mind, and after a
few minutes’ further conversation, which was partici-
pated in by Mr. Sandford, who had entered the room,
1 left for the purpose of finding Thomas A. Scott,
Esq., the Vice-President of the Pennsylvania Central
Railroad, in order to make arrangements for the
carrying out of a plan which had occurred to me, and
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which would enable Mr. Lincoln to fulfill his engage-
ments,

I was unable, however, to find Mr. Scott, but suc.
ceeded in reaching Mr. G. C. Franciscus, the general
manager of the road, and at twelve o'clock that night,
in company with that gentleman and Mr., Sandford,
we called again upon Mr. Judd.

At this meeting a full discussion of the entire
matter was had between us, and after all possible
contingencies had been considered, the following
programme was agreed upon.

After the formal reception at Harrisburg had
taken place, a special train, consisting of a bag-
gage-car and one passenger-coach, should leave
there at six o'clock r. M. to carry Mr. Lincoln
and one companion back to Philadelphia; this train
was to be under the immediate control of Mr. Fran-
ciscus and Mr. Enoch Lewis, the general superin-
tendent. In order to avoid the possibility of acci-
dent, the track was to be cleared of everything be-
tween Harrisburg and Philadelphia from half-past
five o'clock until after the passage of the special
train. Mr. Felton was to detain the eleven o’clock
p. M. Baltimore train until the arrival of the spe-
cial train from Harrisburg, Mrs, Warne in the mean-
time engaging berths in the sleeping-car bound for
Baltimore.

I was to remain in Philadelphia in order that
no accident might occur in corveying the President
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from one depot to another, and Mr. Judd was to
manage the affair at Harrisburg. Everything that
could be suggested in relation to this matter was
fully considered, and having at length perfected
our plans, the party separated at half-past four o'clock
in the morning, fully prepared to carry out the pro-
gramme agreed upon.

At six o'clock on the morning of the 224, a
vast concourse of people assembled in front of
.Independence Hall on Chestnut street, and at pre-
cisely the hour appointed, Mr. Lincoln made his
appearance. With his own hands he drew to the
top of the staff surmounting the edifice a beauti-
ful new American flag, and as its Stripes and Stars
floated out gracefully to the breeze, the air was rent
with the shouts of the multitude and the music of
the band.

Mr. Lincoln's speech upon this occasion was
the most impressive and characteristic of any which
“he had delivered upon his journey to the capital,
while a tinge of sadness pervaded his remarks,
never noticed before, and which were occasioned
no doubt by the revelations of the preceding night.
He gave a most eloquent expression to the emo-
tions and associations which were suggested by the
day and by the historic old hall where he then stood.
He declared that all his political sentiments were

drawn from the inspired utterances of those who
had sat within the walls of that ancient edifice
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He alluded most feelingly to the dangers and toils
and sufferings of those who had adopted and made
good the Declaration of Independence—a declara-
tion which gave promise that “in due time the
weight would be lifted from the shoulders of all
men.” Conscious of the dangers that threatened his
country, and feeling also that those dangers originated
in opposition to the principles enunciated in the
Declaration of Independence, knowing that his own
life was even then threatened because of his devotion
to liberty, and that his way to the national cap
ital was beset by assassins, he did not hesitate to

declare boldly and fearlessly “that he would rather
be assassinated on the spot: than surrender those

principles” so dear to him.

After these proceedings, Mr. Lincoln was driven
back to the Continental Hotel, and sending for Mr.
Judd, he introduced him to Mr. Frederick H. Seward,
a son of the late William H. Seward, who was in the
room with the President. Mr. Lincoln then informed
Mr. Judd that Mr. Seward had been sent from Wash-
ington by his father and General Scott to warn him
of the danger of passing through Baltimore, and to
urge him to come direct to Washington.

From whom this information was originally
obtained did not appear, but the facts were deemed
of sufficient moment to be brought to the ears of the
President, and hence Mr, Seward’s visit to Philadel-
phia.  Mr. Lincoln evinced no further hesitancy in
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the matter, and signified his readiness to do whatever
was required of him. Mr. Judd then directed Mr.
Seward to inform his father that all had been
arranged, and that, so far as human foresight could
predict, Mr. Lincoln would be in Washington before
the evening of the following day, and cautioned him
to preserve the utmost secrecy in regard to the matter.
No particulars were given and none were asked.

At the time appointed Mr. Lincoln started for
Harrisburg, and I busied myself with the preparations
that were necessary to successfully carry our plans
into operation. From reports which I received
from Baltimore, the excitement in that city had grown
more intense, and the arrival of the President was
awaited with the most feverish impatience. The
common and accepted belief was that Mr. Lincoln
would journey from Harrisburg to Baltimore over the
Northern Central Railroad, and the plans of the con-
spirators were arranged accordingly.

It became a matter of the utmost importance,
therefore, that no intimation of our movements should
reach that city. I had no doubt but that trusty
agents of the conspirators were following the presi-
dential party, and after the absence of Mr. Lincoln
had been discovered, the telegraph would be put into
active operation to apprise the movers of this scheme
of the change that had been made. To effectually
prevent this I determined that the telegraph wires
which connected Harrisburg with her neighboring
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cities should be so “fixed” as to render communica:
tion impossible. .

To arrange this matter Capt. Burns was sent to
the office of the American Telegraph Company, and
obtaining from Mr. H. E. Thayer, the manager of
the company, a competent and trustworthy man for
the purpose, departed for Harrisburg, in order to
carry out the proposed measures.  Mr. Thayer, in the
meantime, was to remain in the office during the
night, in order to intercept any dispatches that might
be sent over the wires from any point between
Harrisburg and Baltimore, and to immediately deliver
any messages that might be sent to me.

Mr. W. P. Westervelt, the superintendent, and
Mr. Andrew Wynne, the line-man of the telegraph
company, were delegated to Harrisburg to fix” the
wires leading from that place in such a manner as to
prevent any communication from passing over them,
and to report to Capt. Burns upon their arrival.

After the train containing Mr. Lincoln and his
party had left Philadelphia, Mr. Judd sought the first
favorable opportunity of conversing with Mr. Lincoln
alone, and fully detailed to him the plan that had
been agreed upon, all of which met with the hearty
approval of the President, who signified a cheerful wil-
lingness to adapt himself to the novel circumstances.

It was evident, from the manner of several of the
gentlemen of the party, that they suspected some-
thing was transpiring of which they had not been ad
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vised, but they all very judiciously refrained from ask-
ing apy questions. Mr. Judd, however, who felt the
responsibility of his position, finally suggested to Mr.
Lincoln the propriety and advisability of informing
them of what had taken place, and of consulting with
them upon the proper carrying out of the contem-
plated journey. To this Mr. Lincoln yielded a ready
assent, adding, with an amused smile :

“1 suppose they will laugh at us, Judd, but I
think you had better get them together.”

It was therefore arranged that after the reception
at the State House had taken place, and before they
sat down to dinuer, the matter should be fully laid
before the following gentlemen of the party : Judge
David Davis, Col. Sumner, Major David Hunter,
Capt. John Pope and Ward H. Lamon, Esq.

Mr. Lincoln arrived at Harrisburg at noon, and
was introduced to the people from the balcony of the
Jones House, where an address was delivered by Gov.
Andrew G. Curtin, whose fame became widespread
during the dark days of the rebellion that followed,
as the “ War Governor of Pennsylvania." From the
hotel the party proceeded to the House of Repre-
sentatives, where he was welcomed by the Speaker, to
which he replied in a few well-chosen words.

After a short time spent in congratulations and
hand-shaking they returned to the hotel, and the gen-
tlemen who have been previously named were invited

(in company with the Governor) to confer with the
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President in the parlor. At this meeting the irforma-
tion of the discovery of the plot to assassinate the Presi-
dent was laid before them, and also the details of the
proposed journey to Washington. After the matter
had been fully explained, a great diversity of opinion
manifested itself among the gentlemen present, and
some warm discussion was indulged in. Finally, Judge
Davis, who had expressed no opinion upon the subject
as yet, addressed the President, saying:

«Well, Mr. Lincoln, what is your own judgment
upon this matter ?”

«1 have thought over this matter considerably
since 1 went over the ground with Mr. Pinkerton last
night,” answered Mr. Lincoln, “and the appearance of
Mr. Frederick Seward, with warning from another
source, confirms my belief in Mr. Pinkerton’s state-
ment ; therefore, unless there are some other reasons
than a fear of ridicule, I am disposed to carry out
Mr. Judd's plan.”

Judge Davis turned to the others, and said :

« That settles the matter, gentlemen.”

«So be it,” exclaimed Col. Sumner. “It is
against my judgment, but I have undertaken to go to
Washington with Mr. Lincoln, and I shall do it.”

Mr. Judd endeavored in vain to convince the gal-
lant old soldier that every additional person only
added to the risk, but the fiery spirit of the veteran

was aroused and debate was useless.
Having arranged the matter thus satisfactorily
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the party, at about four o'clock in the afternoon, re-
paired to the dining-room for dinner.

All the preliminaries had now been successfully
arranged. The special train, ostensibly to take the
officers of the railroad company back to Philadelphia,
was waiting upon a side track just outside of the
town. The telegraph operators had performed their
work admirably. Walking out of the city nearly two
miles, Mr. Wynne climbed the poles and placing fine
copper ground wires upon the regular lines, the city
was soon entirely isolated from her neighbors.  No
message could possibly be sent from Harrisburg, and
the capital of Pennsylvania was cut off temporarily
from the rest of the world.

The preparations in Philadelphia had also been
fully made. Mrs. Warne had succeeded in engaging
the rear half of a sleeping-car for the accommodation
of her invalid brother, and that portion of the car was
to be entirely separated from the rest by a curtain, s¢
arranged that no one in the forward part of the car
would be aware of the occupants of the same coach.

In order to detain the Baltimore train until the
arrival of Mr. Lincoln, the conductor was directed
not to start his train until he received personal in-
structions to that effect from Mr. H. F. Kinney, the
superintendent, who would hand him an important
parcel, which President Felton desired should be de-
livered early on the following morning to Mr. E. J.
Allen at Willard’s Hotel, in Washington. (E. ].
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Allen was the nom-de-plume I generally used when
on detective operations.)

At a quarter to siX o'clock everything was in read-
iness. A carriage was in waiting at the side entrance
of the hotel, and the entire party were still at the
table. A message was delivered to the President by
Mr. Nicolay, and upon receiving it, he immediately
arose, and, accompanied by Mr. Curtin, Mr. Lamon
and Mr. Judd, he left the dining-room. Mr. Lincoln
exchanged his dinner dress for a traveling suit, and
soon returned with a shawl upon his arm and a soft
felt hat protruding from his coat pocket.

The halls, stairways and pavement were filled with
a mass of people, who, seeing the President in com-
pany with the Governor, at once imagined that they
were going to the executive mansion, where a recep-
tion was to be held in the evening.

Mr. Judd whispered to Mr. Lamon to proceed in

advance, adding :
« As soon as Mr. Lincoln is in the carriage, drive

off.”

As the party, consisting of Mr. Lincoln, Governor
Curtin, and Mr. Lamon, entered the carriage, Col.
Sumner attempted to follow them, but Mr. Judd
gently put his hand upon the old gentleman’s shoul-
der, and as he turned quickly around to inquire what
was wanted, the carriage was driven rapidly away.

Thus far everything had passed off admirably, and
in a short time Mr. Lincoln was upon the special
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train, accompanied only by Mr. Lamon and the rail-
road officials, and speeding along toward Philadel
phia.

Without accident the party arrived at the Quaker
City shortly after ten o'clock, where 1 was waiting
with a carriage, in company with Mr. Kinney. With-
out a word Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Lamon and myself
entered the vehicle, while Mr. Kinney seated himself
alongside of the driver, and we proceeded directly to
the depot of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Balti-
more Railroad. ‘

Driving up to the sidewalk on Carpenter street,
and in the shadow of a tall fence, the carriage was
stopped and the party alighted. As we approached
the train, Mrs. Warne came forward, and, familiarly
greeting the President as her brother, we entered the
sleeping-car by the rear door without unnecessary
delay, and without any one being aware of the distin
guished passenger who had arrived.

A carefully inclosed package, which resembled a
formidable official document, but which contained
only some neatly folded daily papers, was placed in
the hands of the unsuspecting conductor—the whistle
sounded, and soon the train was in motion, whirling
on towards the capital of the nation.

So carefully had all our movements been conducted,
that no one in Philadelphia saw Mr. Lincoln enter
the car, and no one on the train, except his own im-
mediate party—not even the conductor, knew of his
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presence, and the President, feeling fatigued from the
labors and the journeys of the day, at once retired to
his berth.

In order to prevent the possibility of accident, I had
arranged with my men a series of signals along the
road. It was barely possible that the work of
destroying the railroad might be attempted by some
reckless individuals, or that a suspicion of our move-
ments might be entertained by the conspirators, and
therefore, the utmost caution must be observed.

As the train approached Havre de Grace, I went
to the rear platform of the car, and as the train
passed on a bright light flashed suddenly upon my
gaze and was as quickly extinguished, and then I
knew that thus far all was well.

From this point all the way to Baltimore, at every
bridge-crossing these lights flashed, and their rays
carried the comforting assurance “ All's Well !I”

We reached Baltimore at about half-past three
o'clock in the morning, and as the train rumbled into
the depot an officer of the road entered the car and
whispered in my ear the welcome words “ All's Well I”

The city was in profound repose as we passed
through. Darkness and silence reigned over all,
Perhaps, at this moment, however, the reckless con-
spirators were astir perfecting their plans for a tragedy
as infamous as any which has ever disgraced a free
country—perhaps even now the holders of the »ed
ballots were nerving themselves for their part in the
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dreadful work, or were tossing restlessly upon sleep-
less couches.

Be that as it may, our presence in Baltimore was
entirely unsuspected, and as the sleeping-car in which
we were, was drawn by horses through the streets
from the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore
depot, until we reached the Washington station, no
sign of life was apparent in the great slumbering city.
At the depot, however, a number of people were
gathered, awaiting the arrival and departure of the
various trains, and here the usual bustle and activity
were manifested.

We were compelled to remain here fully two
hours, owing to the detention of the train from the
West, and during that time, Mr. Lincoln remained
quietly in his berth, joking with rare good humor with
those around him,

Ever and anon some snatches of rebel harmony
would reach our ears, as they were rather discordantly
sung by the waiting passengers in and around the
depot. “ My Maryland” and “ Dixie” appeared to
be the favorites, and once, after an intoxicated indi-
- vidual had roared through one stanza of the latter
- song, Mr. Lincoln turned quietly and rather sadly to
me and said :

‘“No doubt there will be a great time in Dixie by
and by.”

How prophetic his words were, the succeeding

years too fully proved.
7
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At length the train arrived and we proceeded on
our way, arriving in Washington about six o'clock in
the morning. Mr. Lincoln wrapped his traveling
shawl about his shoulders, and in company with Mr.
Lamon, started to leave the car. I followed close
behind, and on the platform found two of my men
awaiting our arrival. A great many people were gath-
ered about the depot, but Mr. Lincoln entirely
escaped recognition, until as we were about leaving
the depot, Mr. Washburne, of Illinois, came up and
cordially shook him by the hand.

The surprise of this gentleman was unbounded,
and many of those standing around, observing his
movements, and the tall form of Mr. Lincoln exciting
curiosity, I feared that danger might result in case he
was recognized at this time. I accordingly went up
to them hurriedly, and pressing between them whis-
pered rather loudly:

“No talking here !”

Mr. Washburne gazed inquiringly at me, and was
about to resent my interference, when Mr. Lincoln
interposed :

“That is Mr. Pinkerton, and everything is all
right.”

Thus satisfied, Mr. Washburne quickly led the
way to a carriage in waiting outside, where we met
Mr. Seward, who warmly greeted the President, and
then the party were rapidly driven down Pennsyl-
vania Avenue to Willard's Hotel —1I following
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closely behind them with my men, in another
vehicle.

On his arrival at the hotel Mr. Lincoln was
warmly greeted by his friends, who were rejoiced at
his safe arrival, and leaving him in the hands of those
whose fealty was undoubted, I withdrew, and engaged
temporary quarters at another hotel.

Duoring the forenoon I received a note from Mr.
Lincoln requesting an interview, and received his
warm expressions of thankfulness for the part I had
performed in securing his safety, after which, finding
that my object had been fully accomplished, I took
the train and returned to Baltimore.

Here I found the utmost excitement prevailing.
The news of the safe arrival of Mr. Lincoln had
already reached there, and a general sentiment of
rage and disappointment pervaded the entire circle o1
conspirators and secessionists. I lost no time in
securing an interview with Howard, and learned from
him the particulars attendant upon the discovery that
Mr. Lincoln had outwitted his enemies and was now
safely quartered in Washington. Finding that their
plans had been discovered, and fearing that the
vengeance of the government would overtake them,
the leading conspirators had suddenly disappeared.
All their courage and bravado was gone, and now,
like the miserable cowards that they were, they had
sought safety in flight.

A curious episode occurred at Harrisburg imme-
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diately after the departure of Mr. Lincoln from that
city. Two newspaper correspondents connected with
prominent New York journals had accompanied the
party from Springfield, and had faithfully noted the
incidents which had occurred upon the journey. As
soon as the train which carried Mr. Lincoln away
from Harrisburg was on its way, a gentlemanly indi-
vidual, well-krnown to me, went to the room occupied
by these journalists, and found them engaged in
preparations to witness the further proceedings of the
presidential party

The visitor quickly informed the gentlemen that
Mr. Lincoln had left the city and was now flying over
the road in the direction of Washington, which he
would no doubt reach in the morning. This was the
signal for renewed activity, and both gentlemen has-
tily arose, and, grasping their hats, started for the
door. Their visitor however, was too quick for them,
and standing before the door with a revolver in each
hand, he addressed them : “You cannot leave this
room, gentlemen, without my permission !”

“What does this mean ?” inquired one of the sur-
prised gentlemen, blinking through his spectacles.

‘“It means that you cannot leave this room until
the safety of Mr. Lincoln justifies it,” calraly replied
the other.

“I want to telegraph to the Herald,” said the
second correspondent—¢ what is the use of obtaining
news if we cannot utilize it ?"
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“You cannot utilize anything at present, gentle.
men, The telegraph will not be of any service to
you, for the wires are all down, and Harrisburg will
be separated from the rest of the world for some
hours yet.”

“ When do you propose to let us out?”’ humbly
asked one.

“Well, I'll tell you, gentlemen. If you will sit
down calmly, and bide your time and mine, I will
make matters interesting for you, by informing you
all about this flank movement on the Baltimoreans.”

Their indignation and fright subsided at once,
and they quietly sat down. Refreshments were sent
for, and soon the nimble pencils of the reporters were
rapidly jotting down as much of the information as
was deemed advisable to be made public at that time.
After they had heard all, they prepared their dis-
patches for New York, both correspondents writing
long and interesting accounts of the affair.

When daylight dawned, and the gladsome tidings .
had been received that Mr. Lincoln was safe, these
knights of the quill were liberated, and, rushing to
the telegraph offices, which were now in running order
again, the news was transmitted to New York and in
less than an hour the types were being set which
would convey to the public the startling news of the
discovered conspiracy, and the manner in which the
conspirators had been outwitted.

As the later train arrived at Baltimore, I went to
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the depot and found the remaining members of the
President’s party, who also brought Mrs, Lincoln with
them.

Mr. Judd was jubilant at the success of the
adventure, but Col. Sumner had not yet recovered
his good humor. I have no doubt, however, that
Mr. Lincoln succeeded in placating his irascible
friend, and I know that in the bloody scenes which
followed Col. Sumner bore an honorable and cour-
ageous part.

Thus ends the narration of this important episode
in one of the most interesting epochs of the country’s
history, and a truthful record has been given.
Exaggerated stories and unauthorized statements
have been freely made with regard to this journey of
Mr. Lincoln. The caricaturist has attempted to
throw ridicule upon the great man who now sleeps in
a martyr's grave. A silly story of his being disguised
in a Scotch cap and plaid obtained a temporary
“currency, but the fact remains that Mr. Lincoln, as a
‘gentleman, and in the company of gentlemen,
successfully passed through the camp of the con-
spirators and reached in safety the capital of the

country.

Now the war is ended. Peace reigns throughout
the borders of the great Republicc. And when,
during the last dying throes of the rebellion, this
great man was stricken down by the hand of an
assassin, North and South alike united in lamenting
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his death, and in execrating the damnable deed and
its reckless perpetrators.

I had informed Mr. Lincoln in Philadelphia that
[ would answer with my life for his safe arrival in
Washington, and I had redeemed my pledge.

A CAMP SONG.




